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Name and Address

Dear Sir/Madam:

Re:  Mercury Monitoring
Analytical Laboratories

This letter is being sent to all known commercial wastewater laboratories in Indiana.  The purpose
of this letter is to inform you of IDEM’s revised mercury monitoring and limitation requirements
for NPDES permitted facilities in Indiana.  Initially, revisions to mercury monitoring requirements
will affect those facilities classified a “major facilities.”

On June 8, 1999, Method 1631 was approved by EPA [FR Vol.64, No. 109, Pages 30417-30434].
Until recently, Methods 245.1 and 245.2 were the approved mercury methods.  The major
difference between the two older methods and the new method is that Method 1631 is
considerably more sensitive.  Method 1631 has a limit of quantitation of 0.5 ng/l (nanograms per
liter or parts per trillion) whereas the limit of quantitation for Methods 245.1 and 245.2 is 600 ng/l.

In the Great Lakes System, the most stringent mercury water quality criterion is 1.3 ng/l.  In the
non-Great Lakes System, the most stringent mercury water quality criterion is 12 ng/l. As can be
readily seen, Method 1631 is able to quantify below the mercury water quality standards in the
Great Lakes and non-Great Lakes rules.

IDEM will include mercury limits or monitoring requirements in renewals of existing permits and for new
NPDES permits.  When a permit contains a limitation for mercury, compliance will be based on Method
1631.  Currently, a grace period of twelve months is being granted to affected facilities to comply with the
Method 1631 requirement.  This grace period will allow affected facilities to make logistical arrangements
to procure Method 1631 availability.

IDEM will maintain a database of commercial laboratories that are capable of analyzing
wastewater for mercury using Method 1631.  The list will be made available to NPDES permit
holders when requested.  In the future, if your laboratory will offer this service, we would be glad
to add your laboratory to this list.



If you have any questions, or would like to add your laboratory to our list, please contact Lonnie
Brumfield at 317.233.2547 or email him at lbrumfie@dem.state.in.us.

Sincerely,

Jon C. Mangles, QEP
Permits Branch Chief
Office of Water Quality

Enclosure: QA/QC Information
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